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Hoia Baciu Forest: Romania’s Bermuda Triangle

On the outskirts of Cluj-Napoca, in the heart of the Transylvanian region, lies a forest that has intrigued scientists,
paranormal enthusiasts, and curious tourists alike. Known by some as the “Bermuda Triangle of Romania,” Hoia Baciu
Forest has devel oped a mysterious reputation fueled by decades of unexplained phenomena and eerie legends.

A Reputation Built on Strange Testimonies

The forest gained wider attention in the 1960s, when Romanian biologist Alexandru Sift reported witnessing unusual
light phenomena and captured photographs of strange shapes among the trees. Not long after, a technician named Emil
Barnea took what would become one of the country’s most famous UFO photographs, showing a disc-shaped object
hovering above the forest canopy. These reports, published in the local press, sparked growing interest in the site and
inspired a series of accounts involving unidentified flying objects and otherworldly occurrences.

Over the years, numerous visitors have claimed to experience dizziness, disorientation, and inexplicable rashes while
inside the forest. Some have even reported sudden memory loss or the malfunction of electronic devices. While these
claimsremain largely anecdotal and unverified, they have significantly contributed to the forest’s mystique.

The Mysterious Clearing

One of Hoia Baciu's most enigmatic features is a circular clearing in the heart of the forest where vegetation
mysteriously refuses to grow. Despite scientific analyses of the soil, no conclusive explanation has been found. This
near-perfect circle has become a focal point for paranormal investigations and a popular spot for photography and
speculation.

A Controversial Tourist Attraction

With growing international attention, Hoia Baciu has become a hub for guided tours, nighttime hikes, and
paranormal-themed excursions. Local agencies now offer experiences aimed at thrill-seekers hoping to witness
something inexplicable. Television crews and documentary filmmakers frequently visit the site, further fueling its
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global alure.

However, this commercial approach has sparked criticism. Some researchers argue that the tourism industry capitalizes
on local folklore for profit, often at the expense of scientific rigor. Skeptics caution against drawing conclusions based
on subjective experiences, pointing to the lack of empirical evidence supporting the more sensational claims.

Between L egend and Reality

Within Romania, perceptions of Hoia Baciu are more divided. While the English-speaking world often associates
Transylvania with the Dracula mythos, Romanians themselves view Vlad the Impaler—often linked to Dracula—as a
historical figure rather than a supernatural one. As for the forest, many locals see it as nothing more than an old
woodland with unusual shapes, while others believe it carries an inexplicable energy.

Whether it’s a site of electromagnetic anomalies, a place shaped by psychology and suggestion, or simply a forest with
a good story, Hoia Baciu continues to capture imaginations. In a region steeped in history and myth, the line between
the real and the mysterious remains unusually thin.
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